1734              STATUTES AT LARGE                   [No. 703
GENERAL AND PERMANENT LAWs-1964
SECTION 5. Service of summons and petition.-The summons
and petition in adoption proceedings shall be served in the manner
prescribed by law for personal service of summons in civil actions,
or, if service cannot be had in this manner, such service may be made
by publication and mailing as provided by law for civil actions affect-
ing real property or decree of divorce.
SECTION 6. Certain persons must consent before adoption may
be decreed.-An adoption of a child may be decreed when there
have been filed written consents to adoption executed by:
a. Both parents, if living, or the surviving parent regardless of
age, of a legitimate child; provided, that consent shall not be re-
quired from one whose parental rights have been judicially termi-
nated, or from one who has been made a party to the adoption pro-
ceeding and duly served; or
b. The mother alone regardless of age, if the child is illegitimate;
or
c. The legal guardian of the person of the child if both parents
are dead or if the rights of the parents have been terminated by ju-
dicial proceedings and such guardian has authority by order of the
court appointing him to consent to the adoption; or
d. The executive head of an agency if both parents are dead or
if the child has been relinquished for adoption to such agency or if
the rights of the parents have been judicially terminated and custody
of the child had been legally vested in such agency with authority to
consent to adoption of the child; or
e. Any person having legal custody of a child by court order if
the parental rights of the parents have been judicially terminated,
but in such case the court having jurisdiction of the custody of the
child must consent to adoption, and a certified copy of its order shall
be attached to the petition.
SECTION 7. Withdrawal of consent.-Withdrawal of any con-
sent, filed in connection with a petition for adoption hereunder, shall
not be permitted except by order of the court after notice and op-
portunity to be heard is given to all parties concerned. If it finds
that the best interest of the child will be furthered thereby, the court
may issue a written order permitting the withdrawal of such consent.
The entry of the interlocutory or final decree of adoption renders any
consent irrevocable.


